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CHAPTER ONE: 'TOMMY' 
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Blackshirts as an 'occult science1. Mosley's own writings, 
however, contain numerous references to re-examination of his 
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judges of the neurotics who pass through their consulting 
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death or separation is the source of intense ambition for 
politicians. 'The octane of ambition in the mother of 
parliaments is thus fuelled by the mothers of parliamentarians. 
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Warfare  i n  WW1, J o u r n a l  o f  Modern H i s t o r y ,  V o l .  47, N o .  3, 
September  1975. Mosley 59. G 7.11.98. Lt-Col.  L.A. S t r a n g e ,  
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C h e s t e r t o n  19.  C r o s s  10. S k i d e l s k y  63. 
22/3.  Wohl 288. The Aeroplane ,  16 ,  N o .  1, August  1919. C o l i n  
Cook 150 & A f a s c i s t  memory: Oswald Mosley and t h e  myth o f  t h e  
a i rman ,  European Review o f  H i s t o r y ,  V o l .  4, No. 2, 1997. 
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23/3-5. Seaman 69, 73 & 91-7. A r t h u r  Marwick, The Deluge:  
B r i t i s h  S o c i e t y  and t h e  F i r s t  World War, 1991, 208-10 & 292. 
C o l .  Graham, o p . c i t .  
24/1-2 & 25/1.  Mosley 66-74, & L i d d l e  77. Higginbot tom 26-8. 
24/3-5. Mosley 70. N. Mosley 6. WO 339/15781. G 24.1.98. 
25/2.  N. Mosley 7.  S k i d e l s k y  67. White 13 .  On t h e  E l d e r  see 
R e i l l y ,  P i t t  t h e  Younger 1759-1806, C a s s e l l ,  1978, 6-17, 21-2 & 
31-3 and B a s i l  W i l l i a m s ,  The Whig Supremacy 1714-1760, Oxford:  
C la rendon ,  1962, 128, 266, 356-9 & 375. 
P i t t  had hoped t o  f u s e  t h e  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Commons b u t ,  h a v i n g  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  Earldom o f  Chatham, h e  'abandoned t h e  a r e n a  o f  h i s  
power and s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y ' ,  and found h i m s e l f  



isolated. 'It was an error of judgement so elementary as to 
cast doubts upon his fitness for office.' Commentators said the 
same following Mosley's decision to leave the Labour Party and 
set up the New Party. Chatham resigned, retired to the country 
and waited for the call to return. Mosley similarly retired to 
the country, awaiting the call to rouse the nation. 
25/3-4 & 26/1. Robert Blake, Disraeli, Prion, 74-5, 166-81 & 
242-3. H.W.J. Edwards 10-26 & 66-7. Bishop 170. 
26/2-4. Dame Edith Sitwell, Swinburne: A Selection, Weidenfeld 
and Nicolson, 1960. Anthony H. Harrison, Swinburne's 
Medievalism: A Study in Victorian Love Poetry, Louisiana State 
University, 1979. George P. Landow, Swinburne's Political 
Poetry, The Victorian Web, www.landow.stg.brown.edu/victoran. 
Margot K. Louis, Swinburne and His Gods: The Roots and Growth 
of an Agnostic Poetry, McGill-Queen's University Press, 1990. 
26/5. In his Occasional Discourse on the Negro Question (1849) 
Carlyle argued that black people, who in his imagination were 
akin to animals, were inferior to their white 'lords' and had a 
duty to work for successful Empire-builders. The essay, 
suggests Catherine Hall (Civilising Subjects: Metropole and the 
Colony in the English Imagination 1830 to 1867, Polity Press, 
2002), 'marked the end of the dominance of humanitarian, 
universalistic thinking about racial difference'. G 20.4.02. 
27/1. James Webb, The Flight From Reason: Volume 1 of The Age 
of the Irrational, MacDonald, 232-3. 
27/2-3. Lachman 87-8. Roger Griffin, 'I am a no longer human. I 
am a Titan. A god!': The fascist quest to regenerate time, 
unpublished, 1998. Mosley 122-3. Richard Thurlow, The Return of 
Jeremiah, in ~unn/~hurlow. R. Cavendish, The Black Arts, 
Paladin, 1967, 12-24. 
Following Blavatsky's death in 1891, the Theosophical cause was 
taken up by Mrs Besant and Bishop Leadbetter, who claimed to be 
able to see energy auras surrounding people. In 1909, hetook 
under his wing a 12 year old boy, Jiddhu Krishnamurti, the 
supposed avatar of 'lord Maitreya', whose arrival as a supreme 
world teacher marked the beginning of a new age. These eastern 
mystical ideas attracted Lady Rothermere, wife of the newspaper 
baron, who sponsored lectures by Russian philosopher P.D. 
Ouspensky, attended by Eliot, Orage and Huxley. In 1917, Huxley 
pointed out Mrs Besant's 'errors in science and history, and 
cautioned about tall tales of hidden master and astral bodies' 
but found its 'belief in the core truth of all religions and 
its tolerance admirable'. A 'little judicious theosophy seems 
on the whole an excellent thing'. 
27/4-5, 28/1-4 & 29/1-3. Skidelsky 66-7, Interests 176-8. 
Mosley 11, 42-8, 70-6 & 80-4, & Liddle 77. N. Mosley 7-8, & 
interview, Gottlieb 215. WO 339/15781. White 19-21. 
'Interrogation' (19171, quoted in Robert Wohl, The Generation 
of 1914, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1980, 28. 
Senior army officers were 'mostly authoritarian, political 
neanderthals with dictatorial powers which they freely 
exercised'. Officers 'operated a crude system of individual 
material rewards and coercion ... Penalties for wartime 
breaches of discipline were extremely harsh.' Their 'ideology 



was informed by eugenicist perspectives associated with gender, 
class, race and geographical catchment area from which units 
were notionally recruited'. Julian Putkowski Lobster, 27, April 
1994. 
29/4 & 30/1. Mosley 30-1, 74-7 & 88. Mosley had been reading 
the only novel he seems to have admired, Stendhalts 
masterpiece, 'The Red and the Black1 (1830). A revealing choice 
in that its romantic idealist hero, who secretly worships 
Napoleon, has to cynically choose which is the best route to 
power in France between the 'red' of the army or the 'black' of 
the Church. Eventually, denounced by his employer's wife whom 
he has seduced, he decides on a typically romantic act, death 
as a noble exit. If Mosley recognised elements of himself in 
Stendhalts hero, he made no comment on it. 
30/2-4 & 31/1-3. G 19.4.02. Marwick 196, 216-7 & 289-2. Seaman 
91-5 & 99. Stevenson, British Society 1914-45, 67-71, 89, 211 & 
288. Newton/Porter 46. Barry Eichengreen, 'The inter-war 
economy in a European Mirror', ~loud/~c~loskey 292-3. 
Steel/~art 261. 
31/4. Stevenson 68-9 & 89. Mosley 86. Seaman 92. Newton/Porter 
27. Ritschell 24-5. Lobster 27. Thurlow, Secret, 50 & 108. 
Stafford, Churchill/~ntelligence, 86-7. 
In 1916 MOM set up the Labour Intelligence Division, staffed by 
MI5 officers. With the arrival of Churchill, it evolved into 
PMS2 to gather intelligence and allied itself with 
'buccaneering patriotic organisationst in provocateur 
activities in its attempts to destroy socialism. In 1917 
operations were transferred to MI5 and agents provocateur 
fitted up Mrs Wheeldon, a feminist and ILPer, who 'plotted to 
kill Lloyd George with a poisoned dart from an air riflet. 
Dudley Docker, founder of the FBI, pioneered a productioneering 
creed and backed State intervention, as part of a corporatist 
model. Supporting social imperialism, he endorsed virulent 
campaigns against socialism. Financed by Docker, the British 
Commonwealth Union, espoused a variant of tariff reform, and 
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the diehard element of the Tory Party. Davenport-Hines 114-7. 
Marrison 326-7. 
32/1. Marwick 206-7, 215 & 293. Stevenson 70, 90 & 326. 
Newton/Porter 36 & 51. Ritschell 24-6. By the end of the war, 
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32/2. Mosley 86-8, & Liddle 77. FO List, 1917, & letter, 
Library and Information Service, 16.4.97. 
32/3. Skidelsky 69-73. N. Mosley 8. Cross 11. Guest established 
the National War Aims Committee to 'resist insidious influences 
of an unpatriotic character'. It received funds from the secret 
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the British Workers1 League and the British Empire Union to 
disseminate anti-socialist propaganda. 
33/1. White 11. Skidelsky 64 & Sir Oswald Mosley: From Empire 
to Europe, Twentieth Century Studies, No. 1, March 1969. HO 
9.8.18 & 14.10.18. 



33/2. WO 339/15781. Mosley officially left the FO on 21.11.18. 
In January 1919 he was listed officer on the active list but on 
half pay. On 5.5.20 he resigned his commission. 
33/3. Malcolm Brown, The Imperial War Museum Book of 1918: Year 
of Victory, Pan, 1999, 4, 168-70 & 246. 
At home, there was an outbreak of 'Spanish Influenza1, in which 
18,000 people perished. In late October, the Vorticist artist, 
Wyndham Lewis, convalscing in a military hospital, watched 
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33/3. Higginbottom 29. 
33/4. Mosley 70. N. Mosley 20. 
34/1. Osbert Sitwell, Laughter in the Next Room, 1976. 
Siegfried Sassoon's Diaries, 1915-1918, Faber & Faber, 1983. 
34/2. Skidelsky 66. 
34/3. G 24.1.98. Thurlow 29. 
34/4. Bellamy 229. 
34/5. Sternhell 31. 
35/1. ~osley/~iddle 77. 

CHAPTER THREE: THE PATRIOT PEACE 

36/1-3. Seaman 105. Skidelsky 72-4. Mosley 90, & From Tory to 
Labour, Labour Magazine 8 (1) May 1929. Days before the poll, 
Mosley witnessed the first taste of disillusionment with his 
hero when, in a speech at Bristol, Lloyd George 'surrendered to 
the reparations clamour'. It was, Mosley recalled, 'his first 
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37/1. Skidelsky 65. White 23. 
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letter (18.9.74) to academic Nigel Nugent (144-61, who noted 
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in the British political tradition. For the explanation now 
becomes not one of overt influence but of similar historical 
situations - a general decline in Britain's world position and 
a specific threat to her economy from foreign competition - 
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acknowledge his debt to social imperialist ideas (see 
Huddersfield Examiner 4.8.75). 
37/3-4. Gamble 171-4. Skidelsky 58. Walter L. Arnstein, 
Edwardian Politics: Turbulent Spring or Indian Summer?, 63. 
Searle 24 & 32-3. ~ewton/~orter, 1 & 17-8. Semmel 24-6 & 177. 
37/5 & 38/1. Semmel 168-74. Skidelsky, Interests, 90-1. H.J. 
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Journal, XXIII, April, 1904. Daniel Deudney, Greater Britain or 
Greater Synthesis? Seeley, Mackinder and Wells on Britain in 
the global industrial era, Review of International Studies, 
Vol. 27, No. 2, April 2001. Geroid 0 Tuathail, 'Putting 
Mackinder in his Place: Material Transformation and Myth1, 
Political Geography, 11, January 1992. 
Despite the fact that India was the 'Crown Jewel' in the 
Empire, Chamberlain, Seeley and Mackinder assumed India, 'which 
had meant so much to Curzon and the Victorian manderinsl, would 



become independent and that British resistance to an Indian 
independence movement would be doomed to fail. Mackinder warned 
(1919) peace could not survive German domination of Eastern 
Europe. Ironically, he found his most ardent disciples in 
Germany, where Albert Haushofer 'eagerly seized upon his 
theories'. He worked back from the disastrous situation which 
Mackinder envisaged in order to identify the means for 
achieving German domination. Thus Mackinder 'provided the 
framework upon which Haushofer built his theories and Hitler 
his principles of action8. Paul Hayes, The Contribution of 
British Intellectuals to Fascism, 182. 
38/2-3. Seaman 18-9. Cain 40-8. Ingham 158-61 & 269. Skidelsky, 
Interests, 90-5. ~ewton/~orter 17-21. Semmel 26-7, 90-2, 101, 
112 & 145. Thurlow 14 & 21. Feldman 264 & 380. Searle 82-3. 
J.L. Garvin and J. Amery, The Life of Joseph Chamberlain, 1932- 
1969, Vol. 4, Macmillan, 257. Gisela C. Lebzelter, Anti- 
Semitism: a Focal Point for the British Radical Right, 
Kennedy/~icholls 103. 
Despite the City's popular image as a 'cosmopolitan place 
crowded with Jews and other ambitious men of uncertain 
provenance', it was, in fact, run by 'English or Scottish stock 
and members of the established church', and anti-semitism was 
widespread in the City. 
38/4. Deudney op. cit. Marrison 21. Only 20 per cent of 
Britain's food imports came from the Empire and only 40 per 
cent of the country's manufactured exports went to it. 
39/1. Cain 42-4 & 51-4. Ingham 269. Semmel 145-53. Witherell 
17, 49, 57-67, 80-1 & 208-13. William D. Rubenstein, Henry Page 
Croft and the Nationalist Party 1917-22, JCH, Vol 9, No. 1. 
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'illogical amalgam of modernising and anti-modernising 
attitudes'. Youthful and radicalised, they abandoned the 
'gentlemanly politics of the 19th century style and turned to a 
radical conservatism'; in the same way that Mosley was to 
twenty-five years later. 
39/2-3. Geoff Eley, Defining Social Imperialism: Use and Abuse 
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223-9. Skidelsky 47-55. 
39/4. Ibid. Seaman 18-20, 36-7 & 100. O'Day 4-5. Marwick 196. 
Ingham 159. Newton/Porter 26. O'Day 6. Ritschell 22. 
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efficiency' advocates as the 'national government' of which 
they had dreamed. His 1911 National Insurance Act can be seen 
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menace of Socialism'. 
39/5. Cain 35, 46-51 & 57-9. Skidelsky 56-7. Newton/Porter 16 & 
29. Ingham 11 & 162-9. Nugent 146. Marrison 18-24. Gamble 173- 
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In the end, the TRL campaign was undermined by the pre-war 
export revival. Protectionism had a potential to raise growth 
rates and a switch to home investment 'might have altered 
income distribution in the British economy, almost certainly 



evening it out a little and transferring it northwards and away 
from rentiers'. Mark Thomas, An Input-Output Approach to the 
British Economy, 1890-1914, Journal of Economic History, 45, 
1985. 
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unemployment, illiteracy and malnutrition'. Like Mosley, he 
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of public policy and the substitution in our economic policy of 
Imperial interests for the interests of the consumer'. 
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Reminiscences, Hutchinson, 106. When the Curzon family left for 
India, another million dollars was raised by Leiter for his 
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